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     The Kelly White Cafe located 
in the commons is a great addition 
to our school created by and con-
tinued in memory of Kelly White, 
a special education teacher who 
worked at Dacula. The cafe is run 
by the special education depart-
ment who work very hard to keep 
it running daily.
     The cafe started as a little lem-
onade stand which sold lemonade 
and sweet tea run by the special 
education students to help get 
them out of the classroom and 
socially involved with students. 
It progressed into what it is today. 

Students learn social, math, vocational skills running 
Kelly White Cafe
By: Genesis Brown, class of 2026

After Kelly White’s passing, spe-
cial education teachers decided 
to continue it in memory of her 
and grow the benefits of it for the 
students.
     The cafe has helped the students 
mentally and socially with coping 
with stress and learning customer 
service for the outside world. It 
also allows them to be independent 
and interact with students outside 
of their classroom. The students 
work everyday even when the cafe 
is closed, doing inventory and pre-
paring drinks like tea, coffee and 
slushies. Mr. Vincent Manna also 

started a system called the brew 
crew where teachers can place 
orders on a Google form and the 
students deliver it to them which is 
new this year. Students get graded 
on this all while having fun. 
     A teacher who works in the cafe, 
Ms.Julie Weiss said, “One of the 
things I’m most excited about is 
seeing how they grow here. They 
understand math so much better.”  
Students have learned tremen-
dously how to count money and 
tickets when doing orders. With 
the money earned from the cafe, 
they make a shopping list which is 
another skill learned that can help 
outside of school and they go to 
Sam’s to buy what the cafe needs. 
The money earned is also used to 
fund projects and have end of the 
year or holiday parties to celebrate.  
Weiss said, “A large portion of our 
sales in the coffee shop actually 
goes back to the students by way 
of things like Big Board Events!”
     Ms. Heather Penney got office 
aides and other students involved 
in the cafe, like peer leaders such 
as Sydney Spayd, to come in the 
cafe during lunch to help out.  The 
students enjoy working with them. 
It offers students an opportunity 
to connect in ways they could not 
regularly. Students are also very 
nice and patient with the special 

     From constructing an antenna 
device, to crime solving and even 
decoding cryptic messages, Sci-
ence Olympiad STEM competition 
offers it all. Science Olympiad is 
a national organization dedicated 
to providing students with engag-
ing opportunities to learn in the 
field of science through 23 unique 
events. Recently, the DHS Science 
Olympiad team entered the Geor-
gia invitational. The invitational 
took place as practice to mock 
the real competition happening in 

February. 
     Students acquired hands-on 
experience of what the events and 
atmosphere are like. A total of 31 
schools participated at the Uni-
versity of Georgia for over nine 
hours. An impressive feat is that 
the invitational was completely 
student-volunteer led and the re-
sults of each event as well as the 
school placings were available 
shortly after 3 p.m.
      After attending the invitational, 
it is clear how dedicated a large 

body of students are to this orga-
nization and how passionate the 
teachers are regarding these STEM 
activities. From experiencing this 
high school level competition for 
the time, there is transparency with 
the correlation between the more 
dedicated the team is, the more 
recognition the team receives. 
     As a result of this motivating 
culture, the DHS team were able 
to score second place in the Flight 
event, as well as placing in many 
others. The hard work from study-

Science Olympiad team places second in flight event at UGA
By: Juliana Silivelio, class of 2024

education department and con-
tinue to support the business by 
coming back. The cafe alternates 
shifts with 5 different classes that 
allows them to all get a chance to 
learn and socialize. The cafe gives 
them all a huge sense of pride as 
well. For instance student Nathan 
loves to give the cafe a shoutout 
during lunch and students tend to 
clap for him which helps him feel 
good and accomplished.    
     Continue to support the special 
education department and the cafe, 
both for  their growth and in honor 
of Kelly White.        

Isaac Abraham fastens the hook to connect the bridge and bucket together in preparation for his 
model to hold as much sand as possible.

photo by Juliana Silivelio

“The cafe has 
helped the       

students mentally 
and socially with 
coping with stress 

and learning 
customer service 
for the outside 

world.”

ing for events and building models 
like bridges, catapults and essen-
tial gravity launchers paid off. 
     One of the Science Olympiad 
team members, Ryleigh Handy, 
shared her thoughts on the invi-
tational as a 2nd year participant. 
She said, “It was a life changing 
experience that I’ll never forget. 
Exploring the campus and getting 
a college feel as a sophomore was 
truly motivating and I encourage 
everyone with interests in pursu-
ing a STEM career to join us at 
the next competition.” 
Another veteran of the team, Isaac 
Abraham, expressed his thoughts 
on his experience saying, “The 
campus was beautiful; I thought 
it was pretty cool they gave us our 
own rooms to stay in, too.” 
     With the real competition tak-
ing place in February, it is not too 
late to join the team and have the 
opportunity to pursue STEM in a 
fun, intuitive way. Every Wednes-
day, from 2:10 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
the DHS Science Olympiad team 
meets in Mr. Harvey’s room, lo-
cated at 5.435. Not only will oth-
ers be able to help you, there will 
be snacks provided and friends 
to meet.

photo by Genesis Brown
Students learn essesntial skills while working at the Kelly White 
Cafe, providing snacks and drinks.
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GSA, Travel Club, BAE celebrate diversity, experiencing other cultures 
By: Paisley Steinfeld class of 2026

     Gay Straight Alliance, Travel 
Club and Black Appreciation and 
Education clubs are the three 
featured clubs in this issue. The 
clubs give different opportuni-
ties for each student, and help the 
students by finding their interests 
and what they are passionate 
about.  

GSA - 
(Gay Straight Alliance) 
Club Sponsor: 
Ms. Andrea Marchese 
Club President: 
Cameron Panne
Next Meeting: 
Jan 10, 2:15-3:15 p.m., Room 
1.364
     
     Panne said that the main focus 
of GSA is to create a space for 
many individuals that are a part 
of the LGBTQ community and to  
educate all people on the prob-
lems that are faced in the com-
munity. 
     She also said that the people 
are what makes GSA interest-
ing. Payne said, “We are able to 
bond and connect on levels of 
understanding and we are able to 
understand each other's perspec-
tives by listening.”

     Panne said that people should 
join GSA because it is very fun 
and the club enjoys speaking with 
everyone and allowing people to 
feel comfortable with themselves, 
while educating and talking with 
others about terms and 
Issues.

Travel Club 
Club sponsor: 
Ms. Courtney Guess 
Club presidents: 
Marilyn Ngyen, and Valeria 
Fernandez Rubinos 
Next Meeting: 
3rd Monday of each month, 
2:30-3:30 p.m., Room 5.321 

     Sean Speegle said that the main 
focus of Travel Club is to learn 
and explore the cultures of dif-
ferent places, along with the cui-
sine. He said that expanding the 
knowledge and appreciation of 
other traditions and languages is 
what makes the club interesting. 
Speegle also said, “ I think people 
should join because people get an 
experience of food, and we get to 
watch movies, and overall get to 
experience different cultures with 
our friends. 

BAE - 
(Black Appreciation and Edu-
cation ) 
Club sponsor: 
Ms. Andrea Marchese 
Next Meeting: 
Jan 17, 2:15-3:15 p.m., Room 
1.364

     Marchese says that people 
should join BAE because “It’s 
fun, there's always food, interest-
ing people, and good conversa-
tions.” The main focus of BAE 
is educating students about black 
experiences and creating a com-
munity for open discussion on 
issues and cultures around the 
world. 
Marchese said the club is inter-
esting because “ you can hear dif-
ferent perspectives from varying 
areas of the African diaspora.” 
Marchese said they also “collabo-
rate with other clubs to expand 
(their) thinking.” 

Kids in Travel club watch the movie “Coco.”
photo courtesy of Instagram

     Senior Khalil Harruna and fresh-
man Amaya Bolich are sharing the 
Academic spotlight on this issue. 
These remarkable students were 
chosen by their peers for their out-
standing academic performance. 
Both of these students are involved 
in multiple extracurricular activi-
ties outside of school and stand out 
to their peers as being hardworking 
students.

Do you have a subject you’re 
most passionate about? If so, 
explain what made you come 
to like it.

KH:Science, it makes math make 
sense and it’s one of the only sub-
jects that’s consistently interactive.

AB: History because I like learn-
ing about things that have hap-
pened in the past 

What are you most excited about 
for this school year?

KH:Graduation, I feel like I don’t 
need to explain that one.
 
AB:To learn new things and be-
come more passionate about them.

What keeps you motivated aca-
demically to make the best 
grades possible?

KH:You can make a lot of money 
from scholarships just from mak-
ing good grades and having a high 
GPA. My mom does a lot for me so 
I wanna get as much as I can so I 
can pay her back at least a little bit.

AB:Knowing if I stay on top of 

my grades I won’t be stressed 
out and it just makes me feel 
better when I have good grades.                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      
Have you thought about your 
dream career path? If so, what 
is it?

KH: Yes, I want to be an aerospace 
engineer.

AB: I want to do somthing involv-
ing kids.                                                                     
                                                                                                                                             
What are some people that have 
shaped you into who you are 
today, and what inspired you 
the most?            
    
KH:I feel like my two sisters really 
steered me in the right direction 
as I grew up. They still help me 
out a lot and I’m really grateful 
for them.

                                                                                                                                    
AB:My parents have definitely 
shaped me into me and  inspired  
me to go after my goals and always 
work hard.

What if any clubs/sports are you 
currently involved in?                                                                                      

KH:I’m in Robotics, Beta Cub, 
Key Club, student council, and 
other clubs. I’ve been on the soc-
cer team too but I don’t think I’m 
gonna try out this year.

                                                                                                      
AB:volleyball and lacrosse

Any advice you would like to 
share with others that you find 
words for you?                                                

KH:Success is not the key to hap-
piness; happiness is the key to 
success. If you love what you’re 
doing, you will be successful.

                                                                                                                                       
AB:Don’t procrastinate your 
work; it becomes too much.

What do you enjoy most about 
Dacula High School?

 KH:I love that even though we’re 
really diverse we’re still a tight 
community.

AB:I enjoy the social aspect of 
all the events and the spirit all the 
students have.

Falcon Academic All Star: Khalil Harunna and Amaya Bolich
By: Trinity Harris, class of 2024

photo by Trinity Harris

Students choose Amaya Bolich as freshman Aca-
demic All-Star.

photo by Trinity Harris

Students choose senior Khalil Harunna as senior Aca-
demic All Star.

Gay Straight Alliance, Travel Club 
and Black Appreciation and 
Education Club all provide 

students the opportunity to explore 
what they are passionate about.
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Many things to do during holiday season
     Most people love when school 
lets out and the two week long 
winter break begins. However, 
some people do not know how 
to occupy themselves during that 
time. Luckily, there are many ac-
tivities that people can do to make 
winter break the best they ever had 
and that go right along with the 
holiday season.  

Lake Lanier: Holiday World

     During the holidays Lake Lanier 
puts on a winter wonderland for 
people of all ages. They turn the 
waterpark into a winter wonder-
land that makes you feel like you 
are at the North Pole. There are 
Christmas lights all around. The 
wave pool is full of snow where 
you can build a snowman, make 
snow angels and have a snowball 
fight with friends and family.  
There are fair rides and an ice 
skating rink. This holiday activity 
is great and worth the cost. 

Christmas Movie Marathon

     People can never go wrong 
with a Christmas movie marathon. 

The options are endless. “Santa 
Clause” one, two, and three are 
always amazing choices for laugh-
ter and feeling that Christmas 
spirit. “Elf” is a classic that will 
never get old and that no matter 
how old you are you will always 
want to watch it. “Polar Express” 
is always a good choice when you 
want to watch an animated Christ-
mas movie. And finally, another 
good suggestion is “Home Alone” 
series and maybe even the newer 
ones. If you like something easy, 
a Christmas movie marathon is the 
one for you. 

Christmas Cookie Bake Off

     A cookie bake off is always 
a  fun activity anytime, but espe-
cially during Christmas. A group 
of people can do this or only 2 
people.There are endless cookie 
suggestions so bake whatever you 
like. At the end when everyone is 
done, lay them out and everyone 
can try the cookies, and see whose 
is the best. This is a great way to 
have something sweet and to have 
some competition. 

Donating

It is good to donate all year round, 
but during the holidays it is espe-
cially important. There are many 
ways that people can donate. Give 
toys to organizations like Toys 
for Tots, or give toys to churches 
that are collecting them.  Another 
simple way to donate is to give 
money to the Salvation Army. Giv-
ing money to the Salvation Army 
goes to different organizations and 
really helps people out. 

Hosting an Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Party

     People love ugly Christmas 
sweaters and people love holiday 
parties, so it is the perfect fit. Tell 
people that you are having an 
ugly Christmas sweater party, and 
people will show up wearing them. 
You can even have a contest on 
who has the ugliest one. This will 
make people laugh and it will lead 
to a great time. 

Light and Decorations Displays

If you want to do something that 

does not cost anything and is laid 
back, driving around and looking 
at lights and decorations is perfect. 
You can go around your neighbor-
hood or anywhere that you know 
has lights and just drive around. 
It is really relaxing and the lights 
and decorations are fun to look at. 

Gift Exchange

     A gift exchange is something 
fun and easy to do. You can do it 
with a group of friends or just you 
and another person. Give a budget 
and then go shopping. You can get 
one big present or a bunch of little 
gifts that match the budget. This is 
a fun way to receive and give gifts 
to people that you love. 

Stone Mountain Christmas 

     Stone Mountain always goes 
all out for Christmas. The whole 
park is decorated in lights. There 
are light shows on the mountain. 
Christmas parades, a version of 
the “Christmas Carol” play and so 
much more.

By: Paisley Steinfeld, class of 2026

      Everywhere the eye can 
see, Christmas wreaths, red and 
white candy canes and stockings 
decorate the vicinity. The classic 
aroma of gingerbread and pep-
permint plant a joyous Christmas 
spirit and with how common these 
decorations are, it is safe to say that 
Christmas is a dominating holiday 
in the United States with respect 
to the cold Winter season.  In fact, 
as Americans, one might even be 
accustomed to automatically as-
suming everyone in this country 
celebrates this Christian festivity.
     However, this is far from the 
real case and does not accurately 
highlight the ethnic diversity seen 
everywhere. Internationally, win-
ter is a time for celebration for 
many  from far and wide – from as 
vast as the islands of New Zealand, 
to Mexico and across the ocean to 
African soil. 

Makahiki Late Oct., Early Nov. 
- Mid March

     Long before Christmas was 
widely celebrated in Hawai’i, 
Hawaiians observed their own 
winter holiday– Makahiki. With 
Makahiki meaning “new year,”,  
or just “year,” this festival refers 
to when the star cluster, Makali’i, 
is seen over the sunset. In con-
stellation terms, Makali’i is the 
Hawaiian name for the Pleiades 
and priests would search the night 
sky for this to signify the time of 
this holiday. To old Hawai’i, the 
sighting of this constellation meant 
Lono, the Hawaiian God of fertil-
ity, was present. This meant that 
the harvest would be abundant and 
therefore, Hawaiians would gift 
the chiefs with plenty of tributes 
and celebrate all throughout the is-
lands during the span of 4 months.

     Hawaiians celebrated this 
holiday as a reminder for the fu-
ture generations to take care of the 
‘āina (land). In turn, they would 
be rewarded and make way for 
festivities. In modern times, Maka-
hiki was essentially erased within 
Hawaiian culture due to Christ-
mas’ popularity. However, many 
youths take it upon themselves to 
reconnect with their ancestors by 
celebrating with hula, competing 
in games and feasting.

Las Posadas Dec. 16 - Dec. 24

     The celebration of Las Posa-
das is a 9 day festivity in parts of 
Latin America. During these 9 
days, knocking at people’s door 
for “posada,” otherwise known as 
“a place to spend/crash the night” 
with carols and prayers taking 
place. This time span is a direct 
parallel to Mary’s pregnancy with 
Jesus of 9 months and the celebra-
tors asking for posada resembles 
the journey Mary and Joseph took. 
Catholicism is seen through the 
roots of this festival. However, 
there are still many non-catholics 
gathering around to spread the 
cheer.
     Most popular in Mexico 
and Guatemala, Latin Americans 

gather during this time to celebrate 
the journey of Mary and Joseph 
birthing Jesus. With how they 
commemorate, a child leads the 
way dressed as an angel, while 
the community goes from house 
to house to pray with a candle 
inside a paper lamp. This religious 
festival takes over winter cheer 
with fireworks, food, prayers and 
piñatas following after the prayers. 

Yule (Winter Solstice) Dec. 22, 
4:47 p.m. 

     By being the shortest day of the 
year and first day of winter, pagans 
celebrate the Winter Solstice in 
hopes of a turning point that is 
filled with sunlight and prosper-
ity. Pagans are a religious group 
that are not of Judaism, Islam 
or Christian descent and highly 
believe in spirituality, polytheism 
and the respect for nature. Though 
pagans are not the only people 
who celebrate Yule; humanists 
do as well, because both found a 
common ground in the underlying 
theme of the winter solstice. This 
day marks cosmic change and 
renewal and all around the world, 
Yule can be seen as “the sun’s 
rebirth,” “the darkness just before 
dawn” and “setting intentions.”

     In general, the Winter Solstice 
provides a way for Indigenous 
people to reconnect with nature 
and the world around them. As a 
result of these beliefs, it is said that 
in the ancient times, the solstice 
had a direct impact on the sowing 
of crops and animals. Since there 
are so many Germanic people 
that celebrate the Winter Solstice 
differently, there are no right or 
wrongs during this celebration. 
From purification, dancing, gift-
giving, to winter games, each tribe 
celebrates what they can do best. 

Kwanzaa Dec. 26 - Jan. 1

     Being a cultural holiday instead 
of a religious one, Kwanzaa (First 
Fruits), focuses on the community 
aspect of Africans. According to 
the Official Kwanzaa Website, 
“Tradition is our grounding, our 
cultural anchor and therefore, our 
starting point. It is also cultural 
authority for any claims to cultural 
authenticity for anything we do 
and think as an African people.”
     Africans celebrate social 
values and the value of family, 
which serves as a time for them 
to revisit their ancestral heritage 
through these Seven Principles 
–  Umoja (Unity), Kujichagulia 

(Self-Determination), Ujima (Col-
lective Work and Responsibility), 
Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics), 
Nia (Purpose), Kuumba (Creativ-
ity) and Imani (Faith) that are 
prospered throughout the African 
continent. 

Three Kings’ Day - Jan. 6

     Also known as the Feast of the 
Epiphany, Three Kings’ Day is a 
Christian Hispanic holiday to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus. Accord-
ing to biblical scripture, The Three 
Wise Men (The Three Kings), 
arrived in Bethlehem to meet the 
King of Jews. The Kings gave 
baby Jesus 3 gifts that consisted of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh that 
are meant to be symbolic towards 
the relationship between Jesus and 
His followers. With this, Three 
Kings’ Day mainly celebrates 
with gifts from children and much 
like Santa Claus and his reindeer, 
families leave salt and grass for 
the camels of the Kings. Parades 
and baked goods like “rosca del 
ray” fill the streets during this 
celebration.

Festive season arrives as international winter holidays make appearance
By: Juliana Silivelio, class of 2024

People get into holiday spirit by 
practicing winter ice skating.

Fun-shaped Christmas cookies 
highlght available festivities.

Christmas lights illuminate on 
a festive porch.

photo courtesy of Cornell

More Winter Holidays:
 - Diwali Festival of Lights
 - Hanukkah
 - Maslenitsa
 - Chinese New Year
 - St. Nicholas Day
 - Soyal
 - Krampus Night
 - Boxing Day

Intrigued on learning more 
different cultural traditions?

photo courtesy of Google

photo courtesy of Google

photo courtesy of Google

photo courtesy of Huffpost
People gather in Itchaca, NY, in order to celebrate 
Las Posadas, a Mexican festival, by celebrations 
and breaking piñatas.

As Stonehenge is believed to have spirital con-
nections, celebrators of the Winter Solstice as-
semble at the momument to rejoice. 

Featuresf
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      In 1986, President Reagan 
officially declared Nov. 23-30 as 
American Indian week.  In 1990, 
President George H. W. Bush ap-
proved a joint resolution designat-
ing November 1990 as National 
American Indian Heritage Month. 
It was later changed to Native 
American Heritage month under 
President Barack Obama.  In honor 
of this month, here are some im-
portant facts and achievements of 
Native Americans:

Native Americans spoke more 
than 300 languages.
     Before the colonization of 
the Americas, many languages 
amongst the native tribes amount-
ed to at least 500 spoken languages 
across the continent. Unfortu-
nately, many of these languages 
have become extinct due to the 

result of assimilation policies by 
the government. For the last 400 
years, Native American languages 
across the United States have been 
dying out. Over 200 have become 
extinct,  including Serrano, Un-
ami, Klamath-Modoc, Osage, and 
Eyak.
The first newspaper in a Native 
American language began pub-
lishing in 1828.
     The creation of the newspaper 
in a Native American language 
was an astounding creation due to 
the fact that native languages were 
strictly spoken and never written. 
After the Europeans arrived in 
America, several tribes began to 
adopt writing systems. Accord-
ing to History.com, “Sequoyah, a 
member of the Cherokee Nation, 
spent 12 years developing a writ-
ing system so that his people could 

Native American Heritage Month recognizes accomplishments of indigenous people
By: Kaleyshia Tazama, class of 2025

illustration by Gisele Tafur-Buendia

illustration by Stevie Leggett

             illustration by Lilly Moua

Two people argue over a present during Black Friday shopping.

Boxes surround the crackling fire waiting to be opened by joyous 
kids.

On a snowy day, build different snowmen in the backyard and snow glide through the hills.

Movies to watch in theaters during holiday season
By: Stevie Leggett, class of 2024

learn to read and write in their 
language, completing his 86-char-
acter syllabary in 1821.” Thanks to 
Sequoyah’s creation, the Cherokee 
Tribe was able to read and write 
within a time span of three to five 
years. “On February 21, 1828, the 
first edition of the Cherokee Phoe-
nix was published in the Cherokee 
capital of New Echota, Georgia. 
The first bilingual newspaper in 
the United States, it was printed 
in both English and Cherokee” 
(Cyca).

Native Americans were granted 
American citizenship in 1924.
     On June 2, 1924 President 
Calvin Coolidge signed the In-
dian Citizenship act into law. A 
percentage of Native Americans 
were classified as U.S. citizens due 
to the Dawes Act of 1887, which 

granted legal citizenship to indi-
viduals who accepted land grants. 
Even though Native American 
were now considered U.S. citizens, 
they were still denied the right to 
vote and many states continued to 
deny them this right for decades.

547 Tribes Are Federally Recog-
nized Tribes      
     Some people underestimate 
the amount of Native American 
tribes that exist; 547 tribes are 
federally recognized within the 
States. Of these, 229 are located 
within Alaska. California has the 
second-highest, containing 109 
federally recognized tribes as well 
as having the highest number of 
Native American population. Even 
though these tribes have been ac-
knowledged, most of them are not 
qualified to receive state or federal 

benefits.
Many of the world’s crops origi-
nated from Native Americans.
    Diets of Native tribes have var-
ied due to the different geographi-
cal locations. Based on an estimate 
from 2016, 60% of the global food 
supply mainly functions on crops 
like corn, beans, squash, potatoes 
and tomatoes which originated in 
North America.

      The aforementioned informa-
tion only covers very little of Na-
tive American history and culture. 
If you have become interested in 
learning more about the history 
of Native Americans feel free to 
visit websites like: History.com, 
Britannca, National Geographic 
and more.

1. “Black Panther : Wakanda 
Forever”: This movie is about  
Queen Ramonda, Shuri, 
M’Baku, Okoye and the 
Dora Milaje fight to protect 
their nation from intervening 
world powers in the wake of 
King T’Challa’s death. As the 
Wakandans strive to embrace 
their next chapter, the heroes 
must band together with Na-
kia and Everett Ross to forge 
a new path for their beloved 
kingdom.

2. “It’s Christmas Again”: Fol-
lows Jake Young, a young boy 
who experiences a life-chang-
ing effect when he transports 
back to Bethlehem on the 
night of Jesus’ birth after a 
skateboarding accident right 
before Christmas.

3. “Bones and All” is a story of 
first love between Maren, a 
young woman learning how 
to survive on the margins of 
society, and Lee, an intense 
and disenfranchised drifter; 
a liberating road odyssey of 

two young people coming 
into their own, searching for 
identity and chasing beauty in 
a perilous world that cannot 
abide who they are.

4. “ She Said”  tells the story 
behind the story, tracing how 
two investigative journal-
ists, Jodi Kantor and Megan 
Twohey, uncovered one of 
the biggest news events of the 
decade and helped galvanize 
the #MeToo moment.

5. “I Heard the Bells”: Henry 
leads an idyllic life – until the 
day his world is shattered by 
tragedy. With a nation divided 
by Civil War and his family 
torn apart, Henry puts down 
his pen, silenced by grief. But 
it’s the sound of Christmas 
morning that reignites the 
poet’s lost voice as he discov-
ers the resounding hope of 
rekindled faith.
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Photos By: Isabella Welch, class of 2026

Senior Neil Muli wears blue 
jeans and a black sweatshirt.

Ashton Crawford wears a be-
nie and black jeans.

Senior Justin Crabb wears 
Yeezy foam runners.

Ange Gene, Jada Byrd, Alana Bryce and Destinie Kouyateh 
pose for photo in the gym.

Martwae English, Edward Morris Thomas and Jordyn Joseph 
pose for picture.

Freshman Taliyah Crooks 
wears black bubble slides.

Christopher Pope and Emmanual Dillon wear sweatpants. Quintazia Godbolt, Janiyah Stevens and Aissata Berry wear 
joggers and hoodies as they pose in the hall.

Junior Julian Oshonaike is 
wearing a blue zip up and Air 
Forces.

Junior Ahzaya Ramesses 
wears pajama pants and 
black jacket.

Students’ Styles

Emmarson Davies, sopho-
more, wears black sweats and 
black hoodie.
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This or That: Winter Edition

   “Elf”
    29%

“Home Alone”
71%

Snow Men
84%

    Colored lights
           34%

     Recieving gifts  
    68%

       Giving gifts
   32%

 Egg Nog
  12%

         White lights
     66%

     Star topper 
         72%

    Snow angels
           16%

By: Genesis Brown, class of 2026

   Hot chocolate
         88%

   Angel topper
          28%

     Six authors provide a variety 
of books for students to read over 
the break, including two memoirs, 
three fiction and one thriller/mys-
tery. Media specialist Ms. Morgan 
Brabender also gave  three book 
recommendations for students.
    
 “Friends, Lovers, and the Big 
Terrible Thing” by Matthew 
Perry.  In his new memoir Mat-
thew Perry talks about his best-
known role as Chandler Bing on 
“Friends.” During that time he 
was struggling through some of 
his darkest days and he discusses 
his lifelong battle with addiction 
and the persistence, hope, and 
friends who helped him along 
the way. 
    
 “Have I Told You This Already? 
Stories I Don’t Want to Remem-
ber,” by Lauren Graham from 
the hit show and star of “Gilmore 
Girls.” In this biography, she 
shares personal stories about her 
life and career from her early 
days spent pounding the pave-
ment while waitressing in New 
York City, to living on her aunt’s 
couch during her first Los Angeles 
pilot season, to thoughts on aging 
gracefully in Hollywood. 
    
 “Roses in the Mouth of a 
Lion” by Bushra Rehman. This 
LGBTQ themed novel is about 
Razia Mirza who has grown up 
in a Pakistani-American family. 

Authors provide a new variety of books for students to read over break
By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima , class of 2024

She struggles with the feelings 
she starts to form for Angela who 
she meets at a school she has been 
accepted in. She is discovered by 
one of her aunts about the forbid-
den relationship she is having. She 
has to pick between her family and 
her future. She also struggles with 
balancing her heritage and Muslim 
faith with her desire to be true to 
herself.
     
“The Light Pirate” by Lily 
Brooks-Dalton. Wanda is born 
during a powerful hurricane. Her 
name was given to her by the 
catastrophic storm in Florida. Her 
two brothers went missing minutes 
before the hurricane and her father 
Kirby Lowe, an electric line work-
er goes to search for them. Her 
mother, Frida went into premature 
labor and gave birth to Wanda. 
When entering adulthood Wanda 
deals with the people who stayed 
behind in a place abandoned by 
society. The book illustrates the 
violence brought by nature and 
abandonment. 

     “Nine Liars” by Maureen John-
son. This murder mystery takes 
place in 1995 when nine friends 
from Cambridge University go to 
a country house and participate in 
a hide-and-seek game while being 
under the influence. The next day 
two of them are found in a wood-
shed murdered by an ax. The case 
is classified as a burglary that went 

wrong. However one of the seven 
who are remaining saw something 
unexplainable. It is discovered that 
someone is lying about what really 
happened. There are seven sus-
pects, two murders and one killer. 
     
“Twenty Years Later” by Charlie 
Donlea. Avery Mason is a host of 
American Events and one of her 
latest stories covers a murder case.
The first 9/11 victim is discovered 
to be Victoria Ford who is a part 

                                photo created on Adobe
Newly released books offer good reading options over the break.

of the new murder case that Avery 
is covering. Victoria is accused of 
the murder of her married lover. 
One of Victoria’s last phone calls 
is to her sister, Emma Ford beg-
ging her to prove her innocence. 
Victoria had been having an affair 
with a successful novelist who is 
found hanging from the balcony 
of his Catskills mansion. The rope, 
the bedroom, and the entire crime 
scene are covered in Victoria’s 
DNA. Emma hopes to get help 

from Avery because of the fame 
and work connections she has. 

Media Specialist Brabender’s 
Recommendations:
• “The Weight of Blood” by 

Tiffany D. Jackson
• “All My Rage” by Sabaa 

Tahir
• “Ain’t Burned All the Bright” 

by Jason Reynolds.
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Latest pop culture adds drama during November
By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

West makes racial, anti-semitic comments, loses brands
     Throughout the entirety of 
October, Kanye West has suffered 
many losses that have caused him 
to lose his billionaire status ac-
cording to Forbes. From wearing 
a highly questionable shirt to mak-
ing antisemetic comments, here is 
what happened with West.
     On Oct. 3, West along with 
Conservative commentator Can-
dace Owens wore a shirt which 
contained the words “White Lives 
Matter” along with a photo of Pope 
John II on the front. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center defined the 
term White Lives Matter as “a 
neo-Nazi group that is growing 
into a movement as more and more 
white supremacist groups take up 
its slogans and tactics.” Needless 
to say, this was met with severe 
criticism from multiple celebri-
ties. Diddy, whose real name is 
Sean Combs, went on to text Ye, 
“I’m just trying to talk to you as 
a black man. And I’m talking to 
you because this is hurting our 
people. Stop.” Ye responded to 
the message with, “Anything you 
text I will post/I love you/And 
you guys are breaking my heart/ I 
accept your apology in advance.” 
In almost immediate succession 
after the White Lives Matter shirt, 
upon West complaining about his 
Adidas contract, Adidas stated that 

photo courtesy of Piers Morgan Unccensored
Ye West appears on the Piers Morgan podcast, where he has a de-
bate about the controversial material surrounding him.

By: Christopher Moulton, class of 2026

it was putting its relationship with 
West under review. A day after, his 
Instagram account was restricted 
for his conversation with Diddy, 
also stating that he would use 
Combs “as an example to show 
the Jewish people that told you to 
call me that no one can threaten or 
influence me.”
     On Oct. 9, West took to Twitter 
to state the following, “I’m going 
death con 3 On JEWISH PEO-
PLE’’ He went on to state, “The 
funny thing is I actually can’t be 
Anti Semitic because black people 
are actually Jew also.” This state-
ment was also met with instant 
backlash. His Twitter account 
was locked, multiple celebrities 
condemned his actions, and as the 
days went on, he began to lose 
many of his contracts as of a result 
of his statements. Companies such 
as Gap, Balenciaga, Vogue, TJ 
Maxx, Foot Locker, Talent agency 
Creative Artists Agency CAA and 
Bank JP Morgan Chase all dropped 
him. Along with this, he also had 
his documentary shelved, and his 
record label G.O.O.D. music is 
no longer with Def Jam Record-
ings. He also had his essential 
playlist on Apple music removed.     
Adidas also cut ties with him, 
stating,“Adidas does not tolerate 
antisemitism and any other sort of 

hate speech. Ye’s recent comments 
and actions have been unaccept-
able, hateful and dangerous, and 
they violate the company’s values 
of diversity and inclusion, mutual 
respect and fairness.” They stated 
that after a thorough review they 
have “taken the decision to ter-
minate the partnership with Ye 
immediately,” This means that 
now, the Yezzy line of clothing is 
officially over. 
     According to Forbes, this loss 
along with his other conjoined 
losses have caused him to lose 
his billionaire status, now sitting 
at 400 million. Forbes estimates 
that this same 400 million comes 
from “real estate, cash, his music 
catalog and a 5% stake in ex-wife 
Kim Kardashian’s shapewear firm, 
Skims.”
       Along with these losses, West’s 
school, Donda Academy has also 
suffered. The school sent out in 
an email , “At the discretion of 
our Founder, Donda Academy 
will close for the remainder of 
the 2022-2023 school year effec-
tive immediately ... THERE IS 
NO SCHOOL TOMORROW.” 
However a few hours after this 
was sent out, another email was 
sent out stating that the school was 
still open.
     As for his sports brand, Donda 

Sports, the Boston Celtics’ forward 
Jaylen Brown and Los Angeles 
Rams’ defensive tackle Aaron 
Donald announced that they are 
both leaving the agency. Brown 
went on to state, “In the past 24 
hours, I’ve been able to reflect 
and better understand how my 
previous statements lack clarity 
in expressing my stance against 
recent insensitive public remarks 
and actions.” He continued, “I 
have always, and will always, 
continue to stand strongly against 
any antisemitism, hate speech, 
misrepresentation, and oppressive 

rhetoric of any kind.” Donald also 
stated in his own statement, “As 
parents and members of society, 
we felt a responsibility to send a 
clear message that hateful words 
and actions have consequences 
and that we must do better as hu-
man beings.” Along with these 
two leaving Donda Sports, the 
agency has also been banned from 
tournaments.
     With all of these comments 
West made, the losses were going 
to happen, it seems that the end has 
arrived for much of Ye’s Brands.

Migos rapper, Takeoff killed 
unexpectedly in Houston   
     Rapper, Takeoff, was reportedly 
shot and killed on Nov. 1, leaving 
fans across the world devastated. 
Takeoff was a part of the known 
rap group, the Migos. He was with 
another member, Quavo, playing 
a game of dice in Houston. The 
game did not end nicely, with 
Takeoff being shot, leading to a 
fast death. Celebrities like Drake 
and DJ Khalid remember him by 
posting on Instagram. DJ Khalid 
said, “Takeoff is an incredible man 
and a beautiful person all around. 
Energy was always beautiful, filled 
wit so much love and so much 
great energy, we love you brother.”

Drake and 21 Savage release 
joint album
     The two successful rappers 
have multiple songs together, 
but on Nov. 4 they released their 
highly anticipated album, “Her 
Loss.” The hour-long album con-
sists of 16 songs. Fans are more 
satisfied with this album, since 
the last Drake album, “Honestly 
Nevermind” was not people’s fa-
vorite. But some think the new 
album is causing controversy 
with Drake mentioning rappers 
like Meghan the Stallion and her 
situation with Tory Lanez. The 
song “Cico Loco” leads to Megan 
tweeting, “I know I’m very popu-
lar but y’all gotta stop attacking 
weak conspiracy theories in bars 
to my name.”

Nick Cannon announces 11th 
kid
     During the past two months, 
Cannon has announced two kids, 
with a third now on the way. This 
will be his 11th kid, and his sec-
ond child with Alyssa Scott. Last 
year one of their children Zen, 
passed away. Twitter got ahold of 
this news on Nov. 3 and people’s 
comments are expressing how in-
sane Cannon is for having babies 
with so many different women. 
One account states, “Nick cannon 
(sic) has to be a leader of some 
type of cult because going from 3 
to 12 kids in a span of 2 years is 
insanity.”

 

Selena Gomez new documen-
tary showcases her battles
     The actress and singer, Selena 
Gomez, released her anticipated 
documentary called “Selena Go-
mez: My Mind & Me” on Apple 
TV directed by Alex Keshishian 
on Nov. 2. The film takes place 
over the span of 7 years, begin-
ning with her starting her Reviv-
al tour in 2016 and ending with 
present 2022. The film shows a 
behind the scenes of Gomez bat-
tling with lupus that she was diag-
nosed with at 15. It also showcas-
es her emotions internally and her 
bipolar diagnosis that has caused 
her to go into states of depres-
sion. It focuses on how she came 
to love herself after over 20 years 
of being in the industry.

Rihanna receives heat for invit-
ing a “certain someone” to a 
fashion show?
     Rihanna’s now annual fashion 
show for her brand Savage X Fenty 
brand has become a highly an-
ticipated watch on Amazon Prime 
every year since 2019. This show 
will be titled “Vol. 4” for its fourth 
year of airing. It is reported that 
Rihanna will be inviting Johnny 
Depp to be in the show. People 
are not fond of this idea after his 
public court battle with his former 
wife, Amber Rose. Even though 
Depp won the deformation case 
between her after she alleged Depp 
was physically abusive during 
their marriage, fans of Rihanna do 
not want him to attend. A Twitter 
user wrote, “We will boycott the 
show if Johnny Depp is in it.” 

photo courtesy of npr.prg photo courtesy of justjared.com

Rihanna faces controversy in 
the news.

The late Takeoff performs dur-
ing Migos concert.

photo courtesy of people.comphoto courtesy of xxlmag.com

Drake and 21 Savage performs 
hit song, “Jimmy Cooks.”

Cannon poses with his 4 out of 
12 kids this holiday season.

Selena Gomez attends event for 
her “Rare Beauty” Line. 

photo courtesy of people.com
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Real life Krampus leaves small village traumatized

8

Parents in Montreal, Canada were 
morbidly horrified on the eerie 
night of Dec. 12, 2017, as they 
tuned into the news for a shock-
ing discovery. The part-time mall 
Santa they all cherished, Bruce 
McArthur’s rough appearance 
appeared on the flashing screens 
due to eight charges of homicide 
and one count of attempted mur-
der. These parents had permitted 
their young children to sit in 
McArthur’s laps and whisper their 
innocent childish wishes. Little did 
they know that they were sitting in 
the blood-drenched lap of a real-
life Krampus.
     Bruce McArthur, 70, hunted 
down nine men in a small vil-
lage in Montreal Canada over the 
course of seven years. McArthur 
is Canada’s most notorious serial 
killer due to the grotesque nature 
of his actions. He would keep 
these men captive in his home and 
take memorabilia. He would take 
a “before-murder” image of his 
victim and then photograph the 
tragic outcome. The cold-blooded 
serial killer’s heinous acts were 
compared to the actions of Jeffrey 
Dahmer.
      He would keep morbid souve-
nirs of all eight of his victims on a 
USB stick. He targeted the weak 
and managed to avoid detection 
due to his convenient job as a 
landscaper. He would bury the 
corpses in his friend’s yard without 
his knowledge. 

     The first to fall victim to 
McArthur was Skandaraj ‘Skanda’ 
Navaratnam. He was a Sri Lankan 
refugee whom witnesses claim 
was last spotted at Zipperz gay bar. 
Openly gay bars and dating apps 
were Bruce McArthur’s hotspots 
for finding victims. Most of the 
men maintained a secret relation-
ship with McArthur and were 
refugees looking for someone to 
provide comfort. Yet Bruce took 
advantage and robbed the lives of 
eight innocent men.
     His final victim, Josh Cleaver, 
was luckily not murdered. Yet, his 
haunting experience still remains 
in his head as he recounts the hor-
rific events that he managed to es-
cape. Josh Cleaver initially arrived 
at McArthur’s flat after the killer 
had responded to his Craiglist ad-
vert. He was tied and blindfolded, 
like McArthur’s other victims. 
He recalled in an interview, “As 
he came out from the kitchen, he 
was just standing there holding a 
knife.” The other eight souls would 
not get the opportunity to escape 
like Josh did.
      McArthur was charged with the 
murder of Skandaraj Navaratnam, 
40, Andrew Kinsman, 49, Selim 
Esen, 44, and Abdulbasir Faizi, 44, 
Kirushna Kumar Kanagaratnam, 
37, Dean Lisowick, 47, Soroush 
Mahmudi, 50, and Majeed Kay-
han, 58. He lured these men with 
the promise of money and comfort 
when in reality he had a different 

fate mapped out. His crimes were 
despicable and could only be de-
scribed as “pure evil.” 
    When police noticed that Esen 
and Kisman disappeared into what 
seemed thin air, they launched 
an in-depth investigation. They 
launched “Project Prism” and 
searched Kisman’s property. In-
side his house, they found a cal-
endar with the name “Bruce” 
written on the exact day that he 
was abducted. The case advanced 
as they discovered CCTV footage 
showing a vehicle belonging to 
none other than Bruce McArthur 
at the building. 

     When Christmas was rolling 
around the corner, the police se-
cretly searched Bruce’s electronic 
devices leading to the discovery 
of his “souvenirs.” They had more 
than enough evidence with these 
graphic images. When McArthur’s 
arrest was finally set in motion, 
two police officers found Josh 
Cleaver chained to a bed.
     As soon as McArthur was 
sentenced to life imprisonment, 
his revolting crimes were planned 
to be exposed on a new BBC 
Three documentary series. They 
use recounts of Josh Cleaver’s 
experience and incorporate it into 

this deep dive into McArthur’s 
motives. 
     McArthur hid behind a false fa-
cade created by society in order to 
mask his true colors. No one could 
fathom the idea that the man who 
had fulfilled their children’s fanta-
sies of talking to Saint Nick, had 
in reality been Krampus all along. 
       
             

    .

By: Gisele Tafur-Buendia, class of 2024

photo courtesy of  Baptist Press

    Recently “The Good Nurse,” a 
movie starring Eddie Redmayne 
and Jessica Chastain  and a docu-
mentary “Capturing the Killer 
Nurse” released on Netflix about 
Charles Cullen, an American serial 
killer. He abused the power he had 
as a nurse. Instead of helping and 
saving people’s lives, he would do 
the complete opposite.
     Charles Cullen worked in nine 
hospitals and one nursing home 
throughout his career as a nurse. 
He murdered dozens of patients 
over a period of 16 years without 
being charged. The last hospital 
Cullen worked for was Somerset 
Medical Center in New Jersey 
where his reputation as a nurse was 
good. He met another nurse, Amy 
Loughren. They became good 
work partners and friends. Cullen 
knew one of Loughren’s secrets 
that the rest of the nurses did not 
know about: her heart condition, 
which was cardiomyopathy. Cul-
len would help Loughren when she 
was having respiratory problems 
and even give her medication to 
take in tough moments. 
      Many people who knew Cullen 
knew of his past of abusing and 
poisoning animals. He claims that 
he always wanted to help people 
and that was why he became a 
nurse. Cullen knew he had mental 
problems and admitted himself 
into a psychiatric facility at one 
point.

Nurse, Charles Cullen, gives patients deadly overdoses
By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima, class of 2024

     Cullen had excellent knowl-
edge about medications and how 
they worked. He would also not 
complete lab reports and files 
accurately. Most of the time they 
would be missing information 
about patients. Cullen would 
give patients deadly overdoses 
of drugs such as digoxin, insulin, 
and vecuronium through their IV 
bags. Nurses were aware of what 
Cullen would do to patients and 
reported him to authorities, but 
it was easier to brush it under the 
rug than to investigate. Hospitals 
did not want to be penalized and 
they did not want to lose money. 
It was easier to give Cullen a nice 
reference and let him go on, rather 
than to deal with the repercussions 
of the whole thing. 
     Amy Loughren who worked 
with Cullen and formed a very 
close friendship with him started 
catching on to what he was doing. 
His withdrawals of the medication 
he would take were all recorded on 
a computer. This eventually was 
used as evidence against him. At 
Somerset and each hospital where 
he worked,t patients would die 
weekly even though they were 
stable. There were numerous times 
when nurses like Loughren not 
knowingly saw Cullen murdering 
patients. 
     Loughren started privately 
working with detectives to catch 
Cullen. She had to keep her friend-

ship with him to get information 
from him. She would print out all 
of the possible reports and files 
while running the risk of getting 
charged or jail time because of 
what she was doing. 
     Luckily enough evidence was 
gathered and Charles was arrested 
and taken into custody. During 
questioning, Cullen refused to talk 
and would repeat, “I can’t” over 
and over. It was not until Loughren 
talked to him that he confessed. He 
murdered some of the most vulner-
able people who were tied down 
medically and unable to protect 
themselves. It was Loughren’s job 
to defend them since hospital au-
thorities failed them the first time.
     Cullen finally confessed to mur-
dering 29 patients. He described 
his behavior as “very driven to end 
suffering, feeling like I couldn’t 
watch people hurt, die, and be 
treated like nonhumans.” 
      All of the nurses and all the 
team members would take care of 
them to the point where Cullen 
would poison them. Then they 
would deliver his poison for him 
unknowingly. He claimed that he 
was putting people out of their 
misery, but he was not. Many of 
the patients he killed were on the 
road to recovery or were being pre-
pared for discharge because their 
conditions had improved. 
     Hospitals were much more 
occupied with protecting their 

financial interests and the interests 
of the hospital instead of protect-
ing the victims. Cullen was caught 
over and over again at all the 
hospitals he worked at. However 
he was passed on with positive or 
neutral references, and he always 
found another hospital that would 
hire him.                 
     Charles Cullen was sentenced 
to 18 consecutive life sentences in 
March 2006. Experts believe that 
he has killed 400 people which 

would make him the most prolific 
serial killer in American history. 
Also as a result of this horrific 
crime, Somerset Medical Center 
and other New Jersey hospitals 
supported the passing of the “Cul-
len Law.” It requires healthcare 
providers to report to the state any 
employee’s impairment, incom-
petence, or misconduct that could 
affect patient safety.

McArthur sitting grimly in the whisical disguise that hides the monster he truly is.

photo courtesy of Seventeen Magazine 
Charles Cullen is currently serving 11 consecutive life sentences 
at New Jersey State Prision.
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• Flaws Of The Education 
System

Flawed education system impacts students
By:Kaleyshia Tazama, class of 2025

of industry in large establishments. 
During this specific period in time, 
students were expected to strictly 
follow their teacher’s instruction 
while prohibiting them from in-
teracting with their fellow peers.
      This method of teaching was 
impactful for the student’ future 
considering most occupations 
required following instructions 
from their employer. However, 
times have changed and compa-
nies have taken a liking towards 
individuals with creativity as well 
as good communication and lead-
ership skills. Many individuals do 
not contain these skills as they are 
not being taught in today’s school 
system.     
    The current system is also 
lacking in student autonomy. Au-
tonomy is having the capacity to 
self-govern, which is the ability 
to act independently, responsibly 
and with conviction. Students are 
not given the option to create their 
own school schedules for their 
own personal benefit. Instead they 

     The educational system gener-
ally refers to the structure of all 
institutions and the opportunities 
for obtaining education within 
a country. America’s education 
system consists of various flaws in 
which students, parents, and teach-
ers have noticed and attempted to 
improve but have very little power 
to bring such change. 
     The structure of America’s 
system of education continues to 

function on outdated values from 
the Industrial Age. The Indus-
trial Age was a period of history 
that encompasses the changes in 
economic and social organiza-
tion that began around 1760 in 
Great Britain and later in other 
countries, characterized chiefly 
by the replacement of hand tools 
with power-driven machines such 
as the power loom and the steam 
engine, and by the concentration 

are handed a schedule that was 
created by an administrator with 
subjects that correlate to which 
grade the student is currently en-
rolled in rather than the subjects 
of the students’ interest. This 
causes students to feel apathetic 
towards school as it seems more 
like a chore than an opportunity 
to become their better selves. In 
order for students to become suc-
cessful, they should have the right 
to plan their schedule that they will 
be using for the majority of the 
school year.
     The system’s inauthentic 
expectations of student learning 
has caused some to struggle with 
understanding the curriculum con-
cepts discussed in the classroom. 
This is because the method of 
learning often used in the class-
room is known as rote learning. 
Rote learning is a memorization 
technique based on repetition. 
The method rests on the premise 
that the recall of repeated mate-
rial becomes faster the more one 

repeats it. 
     In classes like chemistry, 
language arts and social studies, 
students are asked to memorize 
formulas, vocabulary, and his-
torical events. A student’s grade 
is calculated from being able to 
recall that information on assign-
ments, quizzes and tests. This can 
cause students who struggle with 
memorization to begin studying 
for long periods of time or having 
their parents spend a lot of money 
on tutors just for it to be forgot-
ten as soon as the information is 
no longer relevant to the student. 
The system needs to acknowledge 
that this method of learning is not 
beneficial for everyone.
     In conclusion, many students 
could successfully be prepared for 
the future if the education system 
would acknowledge the flaws and 
make an effort to improve them.

Don’t Let The Grinch Steal Your Christmas
By: Lilly Moua, class of 2024
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The Talon Staff:
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Students are bored and unmotivated in many classrooms across 
the country.
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     Emily Digby, Sydney Spayd, 
Emily Stern, Jackson Sousa and 
Lani Johnson participated in Na-
tional College Signing Day on 
Nov. 9 and committed to their 
respective colleges. The signing 
took place in the theater with a 
celebration with cake following 
in the Commons. 
     Coaches, friends, families, 
teammates and teachers and ad-
ministrators all came out to sup-
port the students. Digby, Spayd, 
Stern and Johnson all signed 
for softball. Sousa signed for 
basketball and was supported by 
teammates from all three teams 
(freshmen, JV, Varsity). 
     Congratulations to these senior 
athletes on their scholarships. to 
their new colleges.

What college are you signing to?
ED:University of Georgia
SS:Charleston Southern Univer-
sity
ES:USC Upstate  
JS:Reinhardt 
LJ:Kent State

What was your favorite moment 
as a DHS athlete?
ED:Beating Buford twice for the 
region title!

5 Dacula athletes sign to their new colleges
By: Christopher Giles, class of 2026

     Senior Jackson Sousa and Junior Mekera 
Standridge both play varsity basketball and have 
been chosen for Basketball Falcon All-Stars.
What was your biggest highlight as an ath-
lete?
JS: Being able to pursue my dream at the col-
lege level
MS: Sophomore year; North Gwinnett game
How long have you been playing basketball? 
What do you enjoy most about it?
JS: 14 years, The relationships that come with 
it, the amount of work you have to put into it.
MS: 8 years, traveling and meeting new people 
and the success that comes out of it.
Why did you choose basketball as your 
sport?
JS: It’s something that has always put me in a 
happy place.
MS: I just knew it was something I was good 
at, so I took it and ran with it.
What is a challenge you faced as an athlete?
JS: Having to balance school while also being 
an athlete.
MS: Being doubted, getting compared to other 
athletes, the mental part of the game.
Who inspires you as an athlete?
JS: My family, and always trying to be the 
best that I can for them 
MS: My family inspires me to keep going.
How do you find time to balance school and 
athletics?
JS: I would say just staying on top of the 
schoolwork that is given is something that you 
must do. You can’t be behind or it will cause 
you to stress
MS: You never really find time to balance ev-
erything, you just have to prioritize.
What is your goal for basketball in the fu-
ture?
JS: Region Champs, State Championships, 
Player of the year, having basketball in my life 
as long as I can.
MS: Go to school for free
What do you do in your free time?
JS: Hang out with my friends and family but I 
mostly just play basketball because it’s a dream.

Falcon All-Stars: Jackson Sousa, 
Mekera Standridge for Varsity 
Basketball
By: Isabella Welch, class of 2026

photo courtesy of gwinnettdailypost.com

photo courtesy of gwinnettdailypost.com

Mekera Standridge plays point guard on 
Varsity girls team.

Jackson Sousa plays point guard on the Var-
sity boys team.

photo courtesy of gwinnettdailypost.com
Softball commits Emily Digby, Sydney Spayd, Emily Stern and Lani Johnson stand with their 
sotfball coaches as they take a picture in front of a cake with their colleges on it.

photo by Christopher Giles
The athletes sit behind their designated tables with their new colleges in front as athletic director Mr. Daniel Garrett talks 
about their accomplishments.

     Kyrie Irving is considered to be 
one of the most controversial NBA 
players in our generation. In the four 
years that Kyrie has played with the 
Brooklyn Nets, he has missed 217 
out of 328 games. In his whole career 
he’s missed 314 games. That’s almost 
four NBA seasons entirely. Kyrie 
rarely missed any games until the 
2019-2020 season after signing with 
the Nets as a free agent. Some of the 
games he missed due to injury but 
most games he missed was because 
of the controversial decisions that he 
made on and off the court.
     Along with being injury prone, 
he compromised the Nets’ finals run 
with a disappointing performance in 
the playoffs and conflicts with team-
mates. Everyone thought the Nets 
would make it to the finals with their 
big three in James Harden, Kevin 
Durant, and Irving. However, they 
lost in the playoffs and Harden was 
traded to the 76ers.
          Last year in the 2020-2021 
season, Kyrie missed a total of 28 
games. The cause was what people 
called the “Birthday Bash.” Kyrie 
took a “personal leave” from the team 
and he was not playing for his own 
personal reasons. During his leave, 
a video surfaced of Kyrie attending 
a party he threw for his sister and 
father. This violated the league’s 
Health and Safety Protocols, which 
led with a $50,000 fine, a two game 
suspension with no pay, as well as 
a five day quarantine. The Birthday 
Bash, his “personal leave,” and inju-
ries led him to miss 28 games in the 
regular season.
     In the 2021-2022 season, Kyrie 
played in only 29 games throughout 
the season. He missed a total of 53 
regular season games. Irving refused 
to take the Covid-19 vaccine that 
was required to play. Because of this, 
he was not allowed to play with the 

Kyrie Irving’s controversial actions 
cause him to miss more games
By:Christopher Giles, class of 2026

SS:Beating Buford last year on our 
home field twice.
ES:Beating Buford twice and 
winning region my junior year. 
Also making it to the Elite 8 twice 
over my 4 years and going to Co-
lumbus for the state tournament. 
JS:This upcoming basketball 
season is very special for me 
and the team. We are looking to 
take the region and make a deep 
run into the state playoffs. We’re 
highly doubted so it’s gonna be 
something scary to watch! We are 
getting better each and every day. 
LJ:Going to Columbus my junior 
year to compete at state. 

MS: Go out with friends
What is the best advice you have received 
from a teammate, coach, or role model?
JS: Never to give up no matter the circumstance.
What are some reasons you like being a part 
of the DHS basketball team?
JS: I love the culture …my teammates and 
coaches are the best. We’re going to prove a lot 
of people wrong this year.

Nets at all, but it was later changed 
to where he could only play in away 
games and not at the Barclays Center. 
Then later in the season toward the 
start of the playoffs, the Nets allowed 
Kyrie to play in home games after 
the Covid-19 mandate was changed, 
which still was not enough for Kyrie 
to even have half of the season played.
     This year in the 2022-2023 season, 
Kyrie has already missed 7 games out 
of the 15 played. In addition, on Oct. 
27, Kyrie tweeted a link to a movie 
called “Hebrew to Negroes: Wake 
Up Black America.” This movie has 
been criticized many times for being 
associated with a book completely 
full of antisemitic messages. Kyrie 
later deleted the tweet, but he has been 
suspended until further notice because 
of this tweet.
      During an interview he was 
asked if he thought the movie was 
anti-semitic in which he answered, 
“It’s on Amazon, public platform. 
Whether you want to watch it or not 
is up to you.” The Nets owner gave 
Kyrie a list of things that he needed 
to do before his suspension would 
be lifted: apologize/condemn movie, 
make a $500K donation to anti-hate 
causes, take sensitivity training and 
anti-semitic training, meet with the 
Anti-Defamation League and Jewish 
leaders and meet with Joe Tsai, owner 
of the Brooklyn Nets, to demonstrate 
understanding. 
     Until completing these tasks, Ky-
rie will remain suspended and will 
continue to miss games, adding to the 
list of his own controversial mistakes.
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Varsity girls start season with 7-0 record, including beating Berkmar 
80-13 in Tip Off Classic Tournament
Photos By : Trinity Harris, class of  2024

The girls prepare for another play talking about strategies. 

Number 10 Alexis Grier executes the office as point guard while  
number 22 Sanai Cyrus cuts toward the ball across the court.

Number 12 Danah Nembhard shoots at the free throw line with a 
average of  8.4 points per game and  7 rebounds per game.

Number 21 London Bryant-Young makes a quick pass to number 10 
Greer. 

Number 3 Mekera Standridge is up to throw at the free throw line. 
Mekera has an average of 11.5 points per game and an average of 2 
assists per game. 

Number 20 Jaliyah Benefeild goes up for the rebound with an aver-
age of 11.8 points per game and 4 steals per game.

Senior Emily Digby  passes the ball to number 10 Alexis Grier.

The varsity boys team watches and cheers on the varsity girls team.
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“What was your favorite 
Christmas present ever?”Post-Its:

 

• New “Avatar” movie                                                                     
coming soon

• Holiday Spirit Week

• 7-0 start for Girls        
       Basketball

• Half days during finals

• High School Musical 
       auditions

• Election season final over

• Holiday light displays

• Christmas dinner and 
       Christmas treats

• We made it through 
       1st semester

Honors
Goners

December 9, 2022

January
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

First day 
of Second 
Semester

6
 
3pm 9th/JV/V 
BG Basket-
ball @ Collins 
Hill
 DLD
6:30pm V 
Swim &

7

8 9 10

9th/JV/V B 
G Basketball 
vs. Mountain 
View

11 12 
Varsity Foot-
ball Banquet

13
9thB/JV/V B 
G-Basketball 
@ Mill Creek

14
V Swim & 
Dive Meet vs. 
Duluth / TBD

15 16
MLK 
Holiday

17
9thB/JV/V B 
G - Basketball 
@ Central 
Gwinnett

18
 
County Boys 
Diving Meet

19
County Boys 
Swim prelims

20
 5pm County 
Girls Swim 
prelims
V B G 
Basketball vs. 
Buford

21
9am County 
Girls Diving 
Meet
3pm V G 
Basketball
9th B 
Basketball

22 23 24
 
3pm JV/V B G 
Basketball

25 26
JV B Basketball 
Tournament
7pm Musi-
cal Theater

27
6pm V B G 
Basketball 
@ Mountain 
View

28 
7pm Musical 
Theater

29 30 31
3pm Tennis @ 
Sec 5:30pm V 
B/G Soccer vs. 
Duluth
6pm V B G 
Basketball

• Performance Finals and    
upcoming Final Exams

• Puffy jackets

• Cold weather, no shorts

• Report cards

• Cold and Flu season

• It never snows in Georgia

• Ye’s rants

• Crowded hallways and slow 
people

• No more Kyrie’s

• PDA in the halls


